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Amidst changing notions of religion and identity in the modern Middle East, this book uncovers
the hidden story of Ahmad Moftizadeh, the nonviolent religious leader of Iran’s Kurds during the
Iranian Revolution. The characters of Ayatollah Khomeini and a number of other prominent
revolutionaries surface through never before heard first-hand accounts of that era’s events. The
author further surveys the underlying causes of conflict and extremism today by placing this
dramatic biography in the context of a rapidly-evolving region after the First World War. The
author’s coverage of some of the twentieth century Middle East’s most defining events leads him
to powerful policy arguments for a region in turmoil.

"American scholar-diplomat Ali Ezzatyar has given Western readers a fascinating study of the
fierce complexities of the Greater Middle East since World War II. It is built around a scrupulous
reconstruction of the life and work of Iranian Kurdish Sunni leader Ahmad
Moftizadeh(1933-1993). Using personal interviews and rare documentation in Kurdish and Farsi,
Ezzatyar shows us the intricate spiritual and political life of Iranian Kurds under the Shahs and
the Islamic Republic from the inside and from the ground up, and he argues that their secular
nationalism has securely immunized them from political Islamism (even in Moftizadeh's
democratic version). He then widens the lens to the region as a whole, arguing passionately for
recognition that Kurds have a unique constructive role to play as allies of the West and potential
anchors of modern values. A scholarly treat, and food for political thought as well." (Thomas W.
Simons, Jr., former U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan; author of Islam in a Globalizing World; and
Visiting Scholar, Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, Harvard University, USA) "In
profiling a single individual in the least known region of Kurdish settlement, Ali Ezzatyar
manages to illuminate the situation of Kurds not just in Iran, but also in Turkey, Iraq and Syria. In
prodigiously researching the life of Iranian Sunni Kurdish religious and political leader Ahmad
Moftizadeh, he traces the rise and fall of one attempt at Kurdish autonomy, prefigures others,
and underscores the persistence and importance of these movements. Ezzatyar concludes with
some provocative but well-argued implications for American policy in this complex and highly
conflicted region." (James Dobbins, Former Assistant Secretary of State; and Senior Fellow and
Distinguished Chair in Diplomacy and Security at the RAND Corporation) "The Last Mufti of
Iranian Kurdistan is both an engaging biography and a much-needed history of modern Iranian
Kurdistan. Although the birthplace of modern Kurdish nationalism, little is written about the Kurds
of Iran. Ali Ezzatyar makes up for this deficit in a book that provides insights into Iranian
Kurdistan, Sunni Islam in Shiite Iran, and life in outer regions of the Islamic Republic. I strongly
recommend this fascinating and clearly written book to anyone interested in the Kurds or
modern Iran." (Ambassador Peter W. Galbraith, author of "The End of Iraq: How American



Incompetence Created a War without End")"In this historically rich yet ever topical and lively
read, Ali Ezzatyar reaches back a couple centuries to explain the relative significance of Islam
and nationalism in forging today's Kurdish identity. Appealing to the self interest of regional
governments, he makes a pitch for greater respect for Kurdish nationalism as a potentially
moderate and constructive political force in the region."(Michael O'Hanlon, Senior Fellow and
Director of Research on Foreign Policy, The Brookings Institution; and author of The Future of
LandWarfare)"This intriguing work illuminates a largely over looked aspect of two great struggles
that have shaken the Middle East: one for Kurdish rights, the other for freedom in Iran. Through
the lens of history and biography, it tells an untold story that is as fascinating as it is
important." (Stephen Kinzer, Senior Fellow at the Watson Institute of International Affairs; and
author of Reset: Iran, Turkey, and America's Future)"In this masterful study, Ali Ezzatyar brings to
life key events and a key personality of Iranian Kurdistan in the earliest months following the
victory of the Islamic Revolution. Those events involved key figures of the new system, including
Ayatollahs Khomeini, Taleghani, and Beheshti, and shaped the direction of the nascent Islamic
Republic, particularly its attitude towards its important Kurdish minority. Decisions taken then
have reverberated over three decades and across borders into today's Turkey, Iraq, and
Syria." (Ambassador John Limbert, Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Iran)"This is
an important, original, and timely book that makes a major contribution to historiography of the
Middle East. Ezzatyar's monograph demonstrates ... that neither political Islam nor secular
authoritarian ideologies will address the challenges facing Kurds whether in Iran, Iraq, Turkey or
Syria ... [and simultaneously] emphasizes ... Muslim values embedded in tolerant nationalism
recognizing full and complete rights of minorities. It is these values that will help to bring about
inclusive functioning societies and countries in the Middle East. [The book] makes a significant
contribution to studies of the Middle East, Iran, Sunnism, Kurdish history, nationalism, society,
and culture. What more can anyone do in one book?" (Robert Olson, Professor of Middle East
History and Politics at the University of Kentucky, USA; and author of the Emergence of Kurdish
Nationalism and the Sheikh Said Rebellion: 1880-1925)"Ali Ezzatyar's study of the career of
Ahmad Moftizadeh―a seemingly improbable progressive, non-violent Kurdish-Iranian
Islamist―offers compelling insights into how an ethnic nationalism of a Muslim people supplants
forms of political Islam. This revealing book also draws on new and original research to paint first-
hand character studies of many important historical figures. The author argues persuasively that
enabling Kurdish parties can help enhance stability and prosperity at the expense of religious
extremism―a potent and timely message indeed." (Michael M. Gunter, Professor of Political
Science at Tennessee Technological University, USA; and author of The Kurds: A Modern
History)This is a unique, beautifully written historical analysis of a little-known yet highly
significant dimension of Middle Eastern and Islamic life: the life and times of the
last major Mullah of Iranian Kurdistan. Based on newly discovered primary sources, it adds both
facts and flavor to our knowledge of modern Iran, of Kurdish culture, and of the fateful links
between religion and politics across the entire region, including the Sunni-Shii sectarian split.



Anyone who wishes to gain a much deeper understanding of the cross-currents and tensions of
today's world, from the Islamic Republic to the so-called Islamic State, would do very well to
read this fascinating account. (David Pollack, Kaufman Fellow at The Washington Institute,
Former Senior Advisor for the Broader Middle East at the Department of State) --This text refers
to the hardcover edition.From the Back CoverAmidst changing notions of religion and identity in
the modern Middle East, this book uncovers the hidden story of Ahmad Moftizadeh, the
nonviolent religious leader of Iran's Kurds during the Iranian Revolution. The characters of
Ayatollah Khomeini and a number of other prominent revolutionaries surface through never
before heard first-hand accounts of that era's events. This dramatic biography is placed in the
broader context of the emergence of Kurdish nationalism and competing notions of political
Islam, exploring the relationship between these forces, leading the author to powerful policy
arguments for a Middle East region in turmoil. --This text refers to the hardcover
edition.Review“American scholar-diplomat Ali Ezzatyar has given Western readers a fascinating
study of the fierce complexities of the Greater Middle East since World War II. It is built around a
scrupulous reconstruction of the life and work of Iranian Kurdish Sunni leader Ahmad
Moftizadeh (1933-1993). Using personal interviews and rare documentation in Kurdish and
Farsi, Ezzatyar shows us the intricate spiritual and political life of Iranian Kurds under the Shahs
and the Islamic Republic from the inside and from the ground up, and he argues that their
secular nationalism has securely immunized them from political Islamism (even in Moftizadeh’s
democratic version). He then widens the lens to the region as a whole, arguing passionately for
recognition that Kurds have a unique constructive role to play as allies of the West and potential
anchors of modern values. A scholarly treat, and food for political thought as well.” (Thomas W.
Simons, Jr., former U.S. Ambassador to Pakistan; author of Islam in a Globalizing World; and
Visiting Scholar, Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies, Harvard University, USA)“In
profiling a single individual in the least known region of Kurdish settlement, Ali Ezzatyar
manages to illuminate the situation of Kurds not just in Iran, but also in Turkey, Iraq and Syria. In
prodigiously researching the life of Iranian Sunni Kurdish religious and political leader Ahmad
Moftizadeh, he traces the rise and fall of one attempt at Kurdish autonomy, prefigures others,
and underscores the persistence and importance of these movements. Ezzatyar concludes with
some provocative but well-argued implications for American policy in this complex and highly
conflicted region.” (James Dobbins, Former Assistant Secretary of State and Senior Fellow and
Distinguished Chair in Diplomacy and Security at the RAND Corporation)“In this historically rich
yet ever topical and lively read, Ali Ezzatyar reaches back a couple centuries to explain the
relative significance of Islam and nationalism in forging today's Kurdish identity. Appealing to the
self interest of regional governments, he makes a pitch for greater respect for Kurdish
nationalism as a potentially moderate and constructive political force in the region.” (Michael
O’Hanlon, Senior Fellow and Director of Research on Foreign Policy, The Brookings Institution
and author of The Future of Land Warfare)“This intriguing work illuminates a largely overlooked
aspect of two great struggles that have shaken the Middle East: one for Kurdish rights, the other



for freedom in Iran. Through the lens of history and biography, it tells an untold story that is as
fascinating as it is important.” (Stephen Kinzer, Senior Fellow at the Watson Institute of
International Affairs and author of Reset: Iran, Turkey, and America’s Future)“In this masterful
study, Ali Ezzatyar brings to life key events and a key personality of Iranian Kurdistan in the
earliest months following the victory of the Islamic Revolution. Those events involved key figures
of the new system, including Ayatollahs Khomeini, Taleghani, and Beheshti, and shaped the
direction of the nascent Islamic Republic, particularly its attitude toward its important Kurdish
minority. Decisions taken then have reverberated over three decades and across borders into
today's Turkey, Iraq, and Syria.” (Ambassador John Limbert, Former Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State for Iran)“This is an important, original, and timely book that makes a major contribution
to historiography of the Middle East. Ezzatyar’s monograph demonstrates ... that neither political
Islam nor secular authoritarian ideologies will address the challenges facing Kurds whether in
Iran, Iraq, Turkey or Syria ... [and simultaneously] emphasizes ... Muslim values embedded in
tolerant nationalisms recognizing full and complete rights of minorities. It is these values that will
help to bring about inclusive functioning societies and countries in the Middle East. [The book]
makes a significant contribution to studies of the Middle East, Iran, Sunnism, Kurdish history,
nationalism, society, and culture. What more can anyone do in one book?” (Robert Olson,
Professor of Middle East History and Politics at the University of Kentucky, USA and author of
the Emergence of Kurdish Nationalism and the Sheikh Said Rebellion: 1880-1925)“Ali Ezzatyar’s
study of the career of Ahmad Moftizadeh―a seemingly improbable progressive, non-violent
Kurdish-Iranian Islamist―offers compelling insights into how an ethnic nationalism of a Muslim
people supplants forms of political Islam. This revealing book also draws on new and original
research to paint first-hand character studies of many important historical figures. The author
argues persuasively that enabling Kurdish parties can help enhance stability and prosperity at
the expense of religious extremism―a potent and timely message indeed.” (Michael M. Gunter,
Professor of Political Science at Tennessee Technological University, USA and author of The
Kurds: A Modern History)“The Last Mufti of Iranian Kurdistan is both an engaging biography and
a much-needed history of modern Iranian Kurdistan. Although the birthplace of modern Kurdish
nationalism, little is written about the Kurds of Iran. Ali Ezzatyar makes up for this deficit in a
book that provides insights into Iranian Kurdistan, Sunni Islam in Shiite Iran, and life in outer
regions of the Islamic Republic. I strongly recommend this fascinating and clearly written book to
anyone interested in the Kurds or modern Iran.” (Ambassador Peter W. Galbraith, author of “The
End of Iraq: How American Incompetence Created a War Without End”)--This text refers to the
paperback edition.About the AuthorAli Levy Ezzatyar is a lawyer and US diplomat. Prior to
joining the Foreign Service and the US Agency for International Development, he practiced law
at a number of prominent international firms and served as Executive Director of the Center for
Entrepreneurship and Development in the Middle East at the University of California, Berkeley,
USA. His articles on the Middle East have been featured in publications such as the Los Angeles
Times and Christian Science Monitor; he has appeared as an analyst on broadcasts such as



BBC World, Al Jazeera, and NPR, among others. Mr. Ezzatyar is a graduate of UC Berkeley and
Berkeley Law School, as well as Columbia's School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA). He
was SIPA's youngest ever, and one of Berkeley's youngest ever graduates, at 21 and 19
respectively. Opinions expressed in this book are those of the author and do not necessarily
represent the views of the United States Government. --This text refers to the hardcover
edition.Read more
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GS, “Kurdish history, Iran and the Islamic Revolution, and the life of a fascinating political leader
all in one book. This is an excellent biography that shares an important story and analysis, which
is relevant to much that is going on across Kurdistan, Iran, and the Middle East today. The book
is one-of-a-kind in exploring the turbulent and tragic life of one of the most controversial figures
in Iran during the years of the Islamic Revolution. There are few books that cover the revolution
from the perspective of the Kurdish minority and none that cover the life of Ahmad Moftizadeh in
such great length and detail. The book is perfect for anyone trying to learn more about the Kurds,
the Kurdish identity and its present relation to Islam and Islamism, the complexities of the
modern history of Iran, as well as the impacts the events covered in the book have on the
present-day Kurdish irredentist movement. Ahmad Moftizadeh was as much a fascinating figure
as he was controversial and it is great to finally have a book that shares his life and his legacy.”

Hoda El Hadidy, “Must read. The Last Mufti of Iranian Kurdistan is an exceptionally engaging
book that contains enormous research, passion, and foresight. The book is an essential read for
anyone interested in the history, politics, and future of the Eastern Mediterranean Region in
general, and, the critical role of the Kurdish population in particular. I learned so much about the
Kurdish ethos during my journey to get to know Ahmad Moftizadeh. Moftizadeh’s upbringing,
education, leadership, love, vision and spirituality are heartwarming and awakens a different side
in each and every reader. Ali Ezzatyar narrates a complex history of Iranian Kurdistan and its
neighbors so that we can better understand the present and proposes how to reshape the future
of a politically volatile region. The last chapter of the book, without a doubt, will prove useful to
policy makers in the days to come.”

Ardeshir, “Fascinating and Novel. Whats wild is I have been studying the middle east for years,
but Ezzatyar opens up a whole new world in this book. Its completely accessible by the way, its
not mired in academic drivel. But its an outstanding portrait of a man and a subsegment of
middle eastern politics that we rarely hear about outside of cliched media phrasing such as "the
Kurds are our allies" etc. There are books that reveal what you didnt know, but its rare to find
books that reveal what you didnt know you didnt know. Its hard to put into words, but you truly
do get a whole new perspective on the region that youll never forget after reading this book.
Highly recommend!”

Ebook Library Reader, “must read. In this very powerful book, Ali Ezzatyar enlightens our
understanding of the present geopolitical situation in the middle east through the incredible life
of a figure who deserves to be better known: Ahmad Muftizadeh. The book works as a prism
through which we can better seize the complex nature of political and religious conflicts of the
region: where they stem from and what they have been through up to the present day. Built upon
a thorough investigation, it introduces this iconic political and religious figure which life path



echoes the one of Iranian Kurdistan.I believe the book is interesting to anyone regardless his or
her knowledge of Iranian Kurdistan: it provides the reader with the necessary historical
references for whom does not have them and it also brings some new data and new thesis for
whom is already familiar with those subjects. Above all, it is a very pleasant read that will make
you travel in time and space to the heart of Iranian Kurdistan.”

Freeman, “A complicated tale of Kurdish-Iranian relations. As a lifelong student of Middle
Eastern History I really enjoyed this scholarly work written by Ali Ezzatyar. The book presents the
exciting drama of Kurdish-Iranian relations in the twentieth century, an important dynamic often
overlooked by academics specializing in the Islamic Republic. Told through the life story of
Kurdish-Iranian leader Ahmad Moftizadeh is a compelling narrative touching on many of the
challenging interactions and shifting alliances which characterize the modern Middle East.
Hopefully this tome will open the door to further study of Iran's often overlooked and
marginalized Kurdish community.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Understanding a culture and a heritage. Ali Ezzatyar offers with his book
a great work on Iran's Kurds, a widely ignored community.Desire of emancipation, turmoil of the
Islamic Revolution and reality of repression are depicted in a comprehensive manner, feeding
the reader with different keys to understanding a culture and a heritage.Beyond sharing
idealism, courage and morality of Ahmad Moftizadeh, it is a real tribute that the Author pays to
this Kurdish figure when other Kurdish minorities are in the spotlight in the region.”

O, “Insight on an overlooked but relevant movement. This is a unique synopsis on an overlooked
but relevant movement in revolutionary Iran. It's an interesting biography on a different type of
Islamist, and the introductory and final parts of the book help clarify the role of the Kurds in the
fight against ISIS - an often discussed yet misunderstood dynamic.”

Edna Browne, “Read the book. For anyone interested in the Kurdish people and insight on the
current conflict in the Middle East, this book is highly recommend”

The book by Paul Stoller has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 8 people have provided feedback.
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